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MEC Square
Text by Rev. Matthew

The church serves to
build up the people that
come into its premises.
However, it is also a place
where through serving each
other, believers find greater
fulflment and purpose in
church. While the church
has a strong core of paid
staffs and pastors, it is
without doubt that the
volunteers play a vital role
in keeping the ministries
running. Let us have a chat
with some volunteers in
Mega English Celebration
who juggle between work
/ studies and serving in
church on Sundays.

#1:

Silver Lim (S)
Jia Qian (JQ)
Dylan (D)

o

otranTeer <

Can you give a quick
introduction about yourself?

S: Hey church! | am Silver,
and | am currently working as
a musician, composer, vocal
producer, and music teacher.

JQ: Hello! | am Jia Qian and
I am currently a student in
the University of Nottingham
Malaysia.

D: My name is Dylan Loke,
and | am a Central Region
Ministry Staff at Scripture Union
Peninsular Malaysia.

What is your serving position in
church?

S: | have been serving in the
worship team since Sunday
School, and am currently one
of the worship coordinators in
MEC, together with Jia Qian.
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JOQ: | serve as a worship
coordinator in MEC. | am also
involved in other ministries such
as MJYF, MEC Welcoming Team,
and Sunday School.

D: | currently serve as a MEC
committee member, worship
leader at MEC, a life group leader
of MEC’s working adult LG, and a
MJYF teacher.

What compelled you to serve
God in church?

S: | feel blessed to be able
to serve with such a talented
bunch. Also, | am reminded
of God’s goodness each and
every day and that’s something
that keeps me going to church,
serving, and praising Him. For
that, | would like to encourage
everyone to serve in church!

JQ: Growing up in church,
| have always been “highly”
encouraged to use my gifts
and talents to serve in different
ministries. So it all began with a
sense of responsibility to fulfil as
a Christian. However, over the
years, | have grown to appreciate
the art of serving as one of many
ways to love others as Christ has
loved me. Moreover, serving in
different ministries have allowed
me to interact with different
individuals from all walks of life,
thus enlarging my worldview,
bringing me joy, and seeing the
work of God in their lives.

D: Some might ask me why |
serve in 4 ministries? My answer
is to continue to edify the people
(church) and as a response to
being saved by God that | love
others.

What are some challenges in
the ministry, and what keeps
you going?

S: | would be lying if | didnt
mention that | sometimes serve
out of habit. As music is currently
my full- time job, there are times
when | find it hard to segregate
my work mode and worship
mode. | am sure a lot of musicians
can relate to this. However, what
keeps me going is the strength of
Christ!

JQ: (Focusing on worship
ministry) There are 3 key
challenges that I/we face in the
ministry.

a. Insufficient manpower!
As many youths transition
in and out of MEC, finding
their place in different parts
of the world, there is a huge
challenge to secure sufficient
people as many come and go.
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b. Burnout! In relation to
the previous problem, many
volunteers face burnout as they
continuously serve week in and
out.

c. Lack of spiritual growth. The
team has come to a complacent
stage with minimal growth
spiritually as some even struggle
to attend weekly LGs.

D: One main challenge is that |
have no off days as | work from
Monday to Friday while serving
on Saturday & Sunday. It is truly
by the grace of God that | am
able to continue what | do, and
my passion is to have people
know and live out the Gospel.

What encouragement will you
give to worshippers who want
to serve God in church?

S: Every ministry, from the
worship team, usher team, to
Hebrews cafe, needs a hand! |
understand being up on stage is
not for everyone, and it does not
have to be. If you have a talent for
making people feel comfortable
around you and feel welcomed,
join Hebrews cafe team or the
usher team! If you have a talent
in the musical side, then feel
free to join the worship team!
(shameless plug incoming) We’'ll
be hosting our auditions soon, so
come by.

JQ: It is never too early or late
to serve in a ministry! Start when
you feel called, give your all, and
pace yourself. And finally, always
remember that serving really is
not quite about yourself but it’s
about Him!

D: My encouragement for
anyone serving or thinking of
serving is to fully utilise one’s
time by being obedient to God’s
will so to deny one’s own will just
as Jesus did. @
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Text by Rev. Matthew

Rev. Matthew

RESTART:

There are several Christian
cliches that Christians who
have been around church long
enough will sort of know by
heart. Some of it, “Trust in God”
or “Let me pray for you” and
many more. But, one “cliche”
that stands out is the statement,
“Christians must serve God.”
Though not always presented in
this exact phrase, the essence
of this statement remains. This
statement has motivated most
of us to participate in church
ministries and even pushing
some into full time ministry.
However, say it wrong and we
can also get that serving God
is the “next step” that shows
true Christian growth, or to
some extremes, it is a factor in

determining how much God is
pleased with you or will bless
you. This is most certainly a
misunderstanding of the term
“Christian service.” Let us dive
into what it means to serve
God and hopefully through
this article, we can gain some
insights that will help inspire us
to serve God.

Not Just Church Ministry

The greatest misconception
of serving God, is to only
participate in church-based
ministries. Examples of church-
based ministries are like,
missions, worship team, serving
coffee, ushers, social concern
and many others. Church-based
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ministries are a platform for us
to begin serving but it is not the
only method of serving God. 1
Corinthians 12:4-6 highlights a
very important aspect of ministry
for us to understand. Paul begins
by saying that there are “varieties
of gifts, but the same Spirit, and
there are varieties of service, but
the same Lord; and there are
varieties of activities, but it is the
same God who empowers them
all in everyone.” Take note of the
word “varieties.” It means that
there are multiple gifts, multiple
ministries, and multiple ways to
serve one God. This is certainly
not limiting but broadening the
scope of ministries and activities
that makes up service to God.

To say that only when
one serves in church ministry,
then it is considered serving
God, is a limited and narrow
understanding of what serving
God is. Involvement in church
ministry should spark a fire
within us to serve those around
us, outside of the church.
Church ministry should birth in
us a greater compassion to love
people and bring the Gospel to
many more people. So, if serving
God is not just in the context of
church-based ministries, then
how else can | serve? Serving
God starts small. The cup
of water you give to a thirsty
person, that is serving God.
The food you cook for someone
hungry, that is serving God. The
colleague at work whom you
help in his or her struggles at
work, is serving God. These are
all ways we serve God in our
everyday lives.

Not a Job

To think of serving God
as a “job” or “task” defeats
the whole purpose of serving
God. Unfortunately, in today’s
task-oriented world, and with
churches modernising its
worship and ministries, serving
God can feel like a second,
unpaid “job.” While we give our
best in serving God and do our
best, we must remember that
the focus of serving God is God.
Matthew 25:40 says, “Truly, | say
to you, as you did it to one of the
least of my brothers, you did it
to me.” Whatever we do, be it
in church or outside of church
must not be done to please
people, it must be done as for
God. Whatever service we do,
must not come from the attitude
of obligation but, an extension
of our worship to God. To love
God is to love God’s people
(everyone), and if we can have
this mindset, it will certainly put
a correct perspective when we
serve God. Ultimately, when we
can realise the reason and the
person whom we are serving, it
will lead to joyful and sacrificial
service. Ministry must never
become a “job”, for the day that
happens, is the day we lose all
joy and purpose of serving God.

All Are Qualified

One of the top reasons | get
from Christians not serving God
is, “l am not qualified.” Maybe for
some, it is a genuine feeling of
disqualification due to the lack of
training or being a new believer.
However, for some, it is merely

an excuse to avoid serving God.
Take a look at the gospels, Jesus
never called the “qualified” to
follow Him. In fact, it was the
“qualified” — the pharisees,
sadducees and teachers of the
law — that opposed Jesus the
most throughout His earthly
ministry. In fact, Matthew 19:20-
22 records one such lawyer who
was reluctant to follow Jesus,
instead went away “sorrowful”
for he loved his possessions
more than Jesus. To Jesus, it was
never about the qualification of
the person, instead, the heart of
willingness. For the 12 disciples
of Jesus, when He called them,
they left everything and followed
Him. They did not know the road
ahead, but they faithfully and
obediently answered the call of
Jesus to follow Him.

For us today, all are
qualified to serve God. For
certain ministries, e.g. pastoral
ministry, special training maybe
required of you. However, if
God calls us to serve God, it
is Him who qualifies us for the
ministry, not anything we do,
learn, or possess. And if God
qualifies us for His ministry, then
He will also equip and empower
us adequately for the ministry,
just as Paul reminds us in 1
Corinthians 12:6. So, my prayer
is that we as believers be like the
disciples of Jesus, open up our
hearts and when Christ calls, we
follow Him! @
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BN ANKZEERITM «FEY BB
VARTE TR IR BA B R BB REZ A
MZAZR: ‘DM EBEFHE
B2 2B, MESXNNA, #
EREATHHMEE, FWZA
—#, IREANARTEAN—
B, I~ EfEMN A it e
M%% W5l AAEX, LERR

A% SEXR. B, ERA
%mﬁ

SHMEBBHRZAGN—ERE
¥, BRTEBRABCERZELHRK
Ih, ENZELBCHES, BRI
b AR Sk X MER ST B

o, BEBHNESEHEE, X
§M%:,xﬁkﬁﬁoﬁ#%,

BERZALFEEFEZEMENE
E%%&%ﬁ,ikz§ﬁﬁﬁé
REBHAE, BTFZA—DEK

N PPAN
Mo

ZARRBIUAZRLMITEES
W —m, EFAaRKE LNEN
AXRTEER, AT EIRET,
ZAMLEA, it B®KESE. FEE
IR ZI, fhIFrmEX KRB £
Wi, B MAFTRETRE, k&
FBEEBRMA, UBSLREBWE
AEFEHNENBEE.

DRATZAZREZE ARE
W, xS E R A A E 2R
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B M ERONEEB L E BN, 4
RNECHFH ENEEBRSELEH THSFHNE
WA, FZANKEBE SN EEM R R
RERH. HARAEWHNNESSEERER
7.8 (Martin Luther) FIiEE R 248N
/R (John Calvin) .
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1. 18X Lutheran Church
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HEEHNRAMEEIN, HFAERBITE. TAK
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INA KEEY 2EMHRELAEN. 1517F10H31
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BAHMATLIRES, HAXZ.
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England
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AN ) B BB R S 5
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Wesley) . fhfifthfyse s I Hr. L o7 1B
( Charles Wesley ) —i2FR T —RFIEHER
BRMESSER. 1738E5824H, BHIBASHAE
=14 (Aldersgate  Street) ZF T4 SHE
., EWRTZEFEHNAH, ARFHRTEXES
Zig. PEASEA: FOBYEMTs), EEE
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EHfXENRZ —. EMHAEFEE, TEABFRE
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