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M E @ Cambodia

Since it’s inception in 2016,
MEC has been conducting short-
term mission trips to Cambodia
annually. This was then halted
when Covid-19 hit the world.
This year, the MEC committee
decided that it was the right
time to restart our mission trip
to Cambodia, hence, the date
was set for the 31st of August to
the 3rd of September (4 days, 3
nights).

Previously, the programme
would consist of running youth
camp for the local youths and
then 2 days of medical clinic
in the rural villages. However,
this year we had a different set
of objectives. Rewind to 2019,

the “last” trip before we took
a hiatus. During that trip, our
Cambodian coordinator led
our team to a remote village
called, Boeng Lvea. It took the
team 2 hours to drive to this
village from our mission base in
Baray, and it was there that our
local Cambodian coordinator
introduced a piece of land in
the village of Boeng Lvea. There
and then, Vincent Lim, decided
to purchase the plot of land with
the intention of then building a
church for the villagers. MEC was
supposed to return the following
year to discuss and finalise the
church building project, but, this
trip had to be put off till this year.

Unveil the Glorious Beauty of God & IL##AIZEE

Present day, one of our key
objectives for the trip was to
revisit Boeng Lvea, speak with
the local leaders and assess the
viability of building a church in
that village. Our second objective
was a solar panel project to
provide street lighting for two
villages namely, Boeng Lvea and
Song Sang. The third objective
was to give discipleship training
to the local church leaders, also
in the above- mentioned villages.
And so, with the objective set,
we formed our team. This year,
Rev. Matthew Samuel Cho led
the entire mission trip, assisted
by Pang Kar Mei. Philip Tan was
also onboard to give advise,
especially in the area of the

‘
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church building project. Our
team comprised of 13 adults and
1 child. Unlike previous year’s
teams, our group comprised
of over 75% new members
who have never been on a
Cambodian mission trip hosted
by MEC.

When we arrived in Phnom
Penh, as usual a visit to the Killing
Fields Museum was mandatory
to help the team understand the
context of Cambodian history.
From there, we proceeded
to our mission base, 3 hours
away from Phnom Penh. Our

lodging was in this beautiful and
comfortable homestay called
Khmer Homestay, operated by
Esther Ding, a local Malaysian
who emigrated to Cambodia to
be a entrepreneur-missionary
for over 20 years now. The next
day, we drove for 2 hours to the
village of Boeng Lvea to begin
our first day of ministry and
project works. Our team was
split into 2 groups, one group
would do discipleship training
for local church leaders, while
the other would carry out solar
panel project. In Boeng Lvea
a total of 13 local church and

Solar panel project
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cell group leaders joined the
discipleship training. Philip Tan
and Rev. Matthew conducted 2
sessions for the church leaders.
It was touching to see the hunger
to learn and to hear the struggles
that some of these leaders faced,
ministering to their own villagers.
It was also humbling to see their
resilience and perseverance
to serve God in spite of the
challenges they faced along the
way. The MEC committee also
took time to have conversation
with the local church leaders to
assess the need for a church
building. Among the sentiments
expressed was that the local
villagers ridiculed the Christians
because it seemed as if a
promise was broken when after
3 years, still no church was built.
The local church leaders also
expressed how a church building
would certainly help in the gospel
work in the village as it would
provide the Christians a proper
space for worship and also to
be used for other purposes, i.e.
kindergarten and youth work.

-
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Children’s Ministry

The MEC team decided that the
need was certainly great for a
church building and there was
a potential harvest field for the
gospel with 200 families residing
in the village of Boeng Lvea.

Our team had a chance to
look at a church building that
was being built and using that
as a reference, we could set an
estimated budget in order to
build a proper church building
in Boeng Lvea. We also decided
that apart from simply being a
church, the building would also
serve as a mission base for
future MEC teams, so that we
could stay in the village for longer
periods of time, ministering to
the villagers. Upon returning to
Malaysia, MEC presented the
need for a church building to
our LCEC team and after much
deliberation and discussion of
the way forward, all agreed that
we would sponsor a church
building with a budget of
RM150,000. It was also agreed
that our partnership with the

church in Boeng Lvea would
mean that we would increase
the frequency of our visits to
Cambodia from once a year to
at least 3 times a year.

Back to Cambodia, day 3
of our trip brought us to Barea,
45 minutes away from Baray.
As in the previous village we
set up solar panels for street
lamps, conducted discipleship
training for the local church
leaders, visited families in their
homes to pray for them, and
conducted children’s ministry.
While everything was supposed
to go as planned, heavy rain
drenched majority of our team,
as they rushed to set up the
solar panels. However, though
soaked and cold, it did not
dampen the spirits of the team
members who continued to
serve joyfully the rest of the day,
running children’s ministry and
visiting the families to pray for
them. Day 3 ended wonderfully
with a scenic ride through the
paddy fields on a farming tractor,

Church leaders

followed by a sumptuous dinner
at the homestay with friends
from Singapore.

As the curtain for MEC'’s trip
to Cambodia drew to a close, the
work is not finished. In fact, it is
only the beginning. A beginning
of a new project, which would
set the tone for the development
and growth of Christianity in
Boeng Lvea. We are excited as
we look forward to the potential
completion of this project, we
also want to invite all of you
reading this article to provide us
your support in these few ways.
First, pray for the Christians
and church in Boeng Lvea. Our
prayers certainly provide the
spiritual support that they need.
Finally, join our team for a trip
to Cambodia. We always need
people to see the need and
have a heart for the Cambodian
Christians. Our trip dates will be
posted up and announced when
we finalise our plans for the
following year. @
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Text by Rev. Matthew

RESTART:

Missions or mission work
has been the mode through
which  the gospel spread
throughout the world. Take
Malaysia for instance, if not for
the dedication of the British
and European missionaries,
Christianity would not be quite
like it is today. The growth
of Christianity in Sibu and
Sitiawan can also be credited
to people like John Sung, who
was instrumental in the 1930s
for bringing the gospel to these
places. Doubtlessly, mission
work paved the way and
continues to pave the way for
the gospel in many unreached
and even unheard areas. As
such, the local church needs to
see the great harvest field out in
the world and actively mobilise
its worshippers towards mission.
How can we cultivate and inspire
our congregation towards the
mission of God?

Understanding the Mandate

Where does the command
to go missions come from in
the Bible? Matthew 28:19-20
is certainly one such passage
that we look to when we want
to know our mission. When

Jesus said to his disciples, “Go
therefore and make disciples
of all nations...,” he was
giving a command but not in a
compulsory sense, more with a
sense of urgency. Therefore, if
we were to understand Matthew
28:19-20 properly, it would
mean that if we the modern-day
reader can capture the urgency
of sharing the gospel to the ends
of the world, then we will go forth
and begin to do missions.

So mission work is really
about urgency. Do we have a
sense of urgency to share the
gospel? Do we have a sense
of urgency to see lost souls
saved? Do we have a sense of
urgency to tell others that Jesus
is coming soon? Urgency is
needed in mission work, and
the one who has the urgency to
share Christ, will most certainly
go forth and share the gospel
far and wide. But if we have the
urgency to share Christ, then
this will also bring us not just to
do mission work, but the gospel
work wherever we are.

Today’s mission field has
shifted, from having to travel
abroad to being right at our
doorstep. With the number of

Rev. Matthew

migrant workers and foreign
students in our country, we
certainly have our work cut out
for us here in our own homeland.
Christians therefore must see
the urgency and opportunity
before us and begin to actively
bring the gospel to these people
from different cultures and walks
of life.

The Method of Mission

The word “missions” in its
basic definition still means to
travel to another country and
spread the gospel. A simple
google search of this word
will also inform you that it is
a “vocation” or a “job” albeit
the job scope of a missionary.
We cannot deny that the most
effective  method of doing
mission is through missionaries,
men and women who give their
lives to go abroad to a different
country and share the gospel.
Missionaries today are not
just equipped with theological
knowledge. We have many
who come from professional
backgrounds who then become
missionaries and are able to
use their previous profession to
effectively make a difference in

the place they are sent to and
also share the gospel at the
same time.

However, to get to the
point of being a missionary, one
needs to first understand and
experience missions, hence,
we have short-term mission
work. Short-term mission work
is a bridge that helps create
missionaries. Through short-
term mission work, Christians
are exposed to the needs abroad
and also have the awareness of
the importance of mission work.
However, | also firmly believe
that short-term mission work
has its place in the scheme
of things. Through short-term
mission work, the gospel is also
preached and the needs of the
people in these foreign places
can also be met through the
resources of the local Malaysian
churches. Short-term mission
also provides a platform for all
Christians to come onboard the
mission field for two weeks or
less, once a year. Therefore, if
Christians want to be involved
in missions, they can start by
signing up for a short-term
mission trip and who knows how
God will lead you in this area of
ministry.

The Heart for Missions

Finally, Christians must
have the heart for missions.
While some are called to be
missionaries and others called
to short-term mission work,
some do not feel the calling for
either. But, that does not mean
one cannot cultivate the heart for
missions. To have the heart for
missions is to always remember
our missionaries and mission
teams in prayer. In Ephesians
6:19, Paul asks the Ephesian

Christians to pray for him and
his mission of sharing the gospel
effectively. Through this plea,
Paul is calling on the Ephesian
Christians to remember his
calling, to bear his calling in their
hearts, and in doing so, feel the
burden to pray for him. Having
no calling to missions does not
mean we do not need to pray
for mission works happening
around the world. Pray earnestly,
intercede for mission works
globally, and feel the burden that
these missionaries feel. In doing
so, we are providing a crucial
spiritual support for mission
works worldwide.

To have a heart for missions
also means to be informed. It
is good to be updated on your
local church’s mission plan
and works. Nowadays, mission
reports are publicised so that the
congregation members will be in
the know on what the church is
doing mission-wise. Read, know
and understand the church’s
mission work in the field and
in doing so, you are cultivating
the heart for missions. Through
knowledge, it will also help you
pray effectively and strategically
for mission works. Speaking

of knowledge, one can also
attend missiology classes to
help sharpen their biblical and
theological understanding of
missions. Missiology is taught in
many Bible colleges nationwide
and by qualified lecturers, many
ofthem missionaries themselves.
Joining a class will certainly give
you a systematic understanding
of the biblical nature of missions
and the necessity of missions.

Lastly, having a heart
for missions means we give
whenever we can to mission
works, organisations, and
institutions. Giving is a sensitive
topic, but, we must remember,
most missionaries and mission
work requires heavy funding.
Missionaries need money for
daily needs and the gospel
work. If we cannot participate
physically in missions, the least
we can do is to try to support
mission works globally through
our giving. No matter how little
you commit, any form of offering
will certainly help further the
gospel work. Think of it this
way, the little you sow into the
mission work, you are making
a big impact for the kingdom of
God. &
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Wong Charmaine
(Sunday school 12 years oleh

| was expecting to learn more about who | am.

My most memorable moment was tea break
because of the fellowship and worship. | enjoyed
worship very much. | learned new things about
what | should and should not do and what is right
or wrong. | would like to be more aware of what |
am doing when talking or going on the internet.
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| thought we would mainly be learning about
LGBTQ+ and things like why we should remain
a virgin until marriage or how watching porn will
affect our lives.

My most memorable moment in the conference
would be one of the workshops by Peggy about
our identity. This is because | struggle a lot with my
identity as a student. My emotions and actions are
very easily affected by how other people look at
me or how they will judge me. Hence, sometimes
| would change my values or actions to fit in. And
that, sometimes becomes my identity. Through this
workshop, it has helped me to solidify the truth that
my identity is that of a child of God and my values

o T

Truthfully speaking, | joined this conference
without much thought or consideration about the
topic of this conference as all | wanted was to
spend some time with my friends. | thought that |
was well-versed in the topic of sex education, so |
did not expect to learn much from the conference.

| could not be more wrong about myself.
The moment the speaker started sharing about
his experiences | was locked in. From being the
social outcast to being lost in what the world has
to offer and ultimately finding solace in Christ. All
of it made me ponder about decisions | have made
and the paths | have taken. Am | living in the past
with all these questions unanswered? Have | truly
accepted my identity as a child of God or do | still
want more of the world?

The workshop after the theme talks was a
great call by the organizers. All my questions were
answered. The theme talk was more of a theory
session while the workshop is where you put it to
use. It taught me that growing up, feeling a certain
way, or questioning certain beliefs is completely
normal. It served as a safe space for discussion
and to raise questions which | have tried so hard
to suppress at the back of my head. Honestly glad
| went to this conference. My view on self-identity
have changed drastically after this, in a positive
way of course.
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and actions should be done based on this identity
and no other external factors.

| have learned a lot from the conference. The
main one would be how your identity is the one that
determines your value and actions, not your value
and actions that determines your identity. Besides
that, | have also learned and received more insight
on how a person self identifies as a LGBTQ+
through the sharing of Pastor Jia Wei. | wish that
through this camp, | can become a person who
can stand their ground with the identity of being
a child of God, even when tempted or judged by
other people. | also wish to be more understanding
towards my friends that are LGBTQ+ and although
we do not share the same values, | wish to walk
with them, pray for them and love them as how
God loves us.

Kristen

| wanted to experience a youth event and
hopefully take something home from it. However, |
did expect the usual talks about sexuality and the
Christian view v.s. Worldview debate — and true
enough, they were held, and they were good. It was
a privilege to have someone from Taiwan speak to
us about his own experiences and how he eventually
overcame his problems with God’s help.

Aside from the theme talks, the ones that
surprised me the most were the workshops talking
about our identity, and about how, essentially,
our main identity is found in Jesus Christ, as His
children, His sheep, and not in the labels of this
world. Hearing such things taught aloud really
opened up my eyes (and my brain). Also, | found
that after Save Sex 2.0, | have been checking the
way | speak, making sure | do not simply blurt out
things like “He sounds gay” and the like!

The most vivid memory | have of the event is
definitely the closing on the last day. The meaningful
worship combined with the prayer was really
impactful and truly wrapped up the whole event

nicely. @
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It was such a joy getting to
join “Back to Eden”! It definitely
took me out of my comfort zone,
but also brought so many new
experiences with an amazing
community. Will forever be
grateful for this opportunity to
serve the Lord and His people.
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Justin

XJILRNESTIBRALC,
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| learnt about the story of
creation, the fall of man and
the lessons that can be taken
from it. | felt involved and never
once felt like an outsider. My
experiences in the camp are all
positive and | would do it all over
again if | could.
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— Felicia

De Hao —

MJYF camp was better
than what | had expected. It was
awkward at first no doubt but
over time we got over that as
we began to communicate more
during activities and share with
one another about our spiritual
life. It is the joy of being able to
talk to the people | have seen at
church but never really gotten to
interact with them before.

This MJYF camp is a truly
memorable experience as it is
one of the 2 times | have ever
been camping. It was fun to
spend time with friends late
at night to talk about random
things. | am so glad to have
signed up for MJYF camp.
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Helper - Giselle 14

It was an amazing and fun
experience. | enjoyed every
single moment of it. The team
Games were very nice. The
Games not only allowed us
to have fun but also gave us
an opportunity to think about
ourselves and learn about one
another.

| did a lot of self-reflection
and learned to accept my
strengths and weaknesses while
not looking down on myself or
comparing myself with others. |
learned that | have a lot of people
who support me, especially in
church. Other than that, | found
out that preparing food is not an
easy task whilst washing dishes
with friends is fun and having
cup noodles at midnight gives
you a sore throat!

| give thanks to God because
the 3D2N retreat was smooth
sailing and for sending and
surrounding me with supportive
and awesome people who care
for me. | got to bond with my
teachers and peers.

*On a side note, during the
team Game sessions, | shared
with my team about how | lack
self- confidence and social
skills. But after the retreat, | am
a changed person. | interacted
and started conversations with a
lot of people. | even made some
new friends!!
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Helper - Charlotte 16

It was a very fun and
enjoyable retreat. | got to play
games with teachers and friends.

| learnt about the struggles
of the teachers and helpers
during the sharing and prayer
session.

| want to thank God that |
was able to go on this camp to
bond with teachers and friends
and get to know them better.

Helper - Joycelyn 13

| absolutely loved the retreat
because it has deepened our
relationship with own team and
with other teams too!

Ihave learned that teamwork
makes the dream work, | have
also learnt that praying for other
people is so relaxing, because
| have never prayed for anyone
growing up.

Lastly, | would like to thank
God that | was able to participate
in the retreat, it was one of the
best experiences EVER.

Teacher - Angeline

Thank God for His love
and protection throughout our
Games at this retreat. It is a
pleasure for me to have the
opportunity to participate in this
retreat. The retreat was really
a unique experience for me.
Even though it was a teacher-
helper retreat, it was more about
establishing good relationship
among us. We learned to
concentrate on listening (prayers/
games) and practise mutual
respect. @
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