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Text by Rev. Matthew

Desine;

and

Desires and lusts are two
words that have and do not have
relations to each other. While
it is true that lust stems from
uncontrolled desires, however,
lust does not make desires bad.
In fact, humans were created to
be persons with desires because
that is what makes human life
beautiful. So, as we dive into
these two words, we will look at
how these two words have effect
on our lives especially in the areas
of money, power, and sex.

Desire or Lust for Money?

Money is undoubtedly the
most important element in a
person’s life. If anyone says
money is not important, they are
most welcome to give me the
money that they have. | do believe
in a healthy desire for money
and this is in no way sinful. But,
what about 1 Timothy 6:10, “For
the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evils. It is through this
craving that some have wandered
away from the faith and pierced
themselves with many pangs.”
This is where some Christians
have completely misinterpreted
and conclude that money is evil.

To say “money is evil” and
the “love of money is the root of all

-

evil” are two different things. For
the former, that statement would
mean that to touch, have and hold
money regardless of its amount
is touching and holding evil. It is
like saying that touching money is
touching drugs. But, read carefully
the words of Paul to Timothy and
you will realise that is not what
Paul is saying. If you read a few
verses before verse 10, you will
see Paul speaking of godliness
(holiness) and contentment and
how it is a great gain. You will
think that with godliness comes
contentment, but, surprisingly
both these virtues need to be built
up separately and equally. So,
it means that a spiritual person
can also be discontented with
life, which then makes him or her
do things that could potentially
be wrong and sinful to fill up the
discontentment within. So, when
Paul speaks of godliness and
contentment, he is reminding
Timothy that while money is good
and important, it must not become
the sole focus of Timothy’s life.
Because if Timothy’s life is lived
for the sake of money, then,
money will become the root of
evil. Money will draw him away
from the work of the ministry,
money will draw him away from
God, and if uncontrolled, money
can even suck him into a life of
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sin for the sake of gathering more
money for himself. So, that is why
Paul says to Timothy to build up
a godly and contented life, and to
not love money more than God.

The instruction of Paul to
Timothy seems clear and simple
enough for us as Christians today.
First, be contented with what you
have now. While there is always
a need for more, we must always
stop and ask ourselves, “Am |
really lacking?” While some may
lack financially, most of us would
realise that we do not actually
lack money, rather, we lack
contentment with the amount
of money we have. Secondly,
practise gratitude daily. Instead
of complaining about what we
do not have, wake up each day
thankful for what we have. Many
times, we neglect to give thanks
to God for the simple blessings
of life — food, clean water, and
shelter. These may not be perfect,
but if it is sufficient for what we
need in the present, it is reason
enough to give thanks to God.
Third, come to God in faith for our
needs. | think this is so important,
if we have areas of lack. While we
work hard and do our best to build
up our financial capacity, there
must also be a recognition of the
power of God in our finances. If

we cut God out of the picture, we
might be tempted to do things our
way, which can possibly end up
in the wrong way. By surrendering
our finances to God, and trusting
Him, we are trusting in a power
greater than us, and a God who
truly loves and cares. So, why
not? Trust Him and see how He
provides for the needs of our lives.

Desire or Lust for Power?

Interestingly, in the same
letter to Timothy, same chapter,
Paul starts off by saying, “Let all
who are under a yoke as bond
servants regard their own masters
as worthy of all honour, so that
the name of God and the teaching
may not be reviled. Those who
have believing masters must not
be disrespectful on the ground
that they are brothers; rather they
must serve all the better since
those who benefit by their good
service are believers and beloved
(1 Tim. 6:1-2).” There is an
emphasis on respect and honour
between two persons of different
ranking. The servant-master
relationship is one that is spoken
of the most in the New Testament,
and all the apostles emphasises
on respect between both parties.
A slave or servant is not what
the term means in today’s times.
Rather, we should look at it as an
employee-employer relationship.
Back then, people were servants
by choice, working for someone
in order to pay off a debt and
to earn a living. But, there were
times where servants were
insubordinate and would scheme
against their master in order to
try to steal wealth or take control
of their master’s possessions.
Some masters would treat their
servants or slaves badly, abuse
them, and deny them their rights.
In both these scenarios, it is a lust
for power or an abuse of power.
So, Paul tells Timothy that in a
servant- master relationship, both
parties must learn to show honour
regardless of status or rank.

The key in this passage
and in this relationship issue is
power. One must be willing to
respect power, and the other
must be willing to forgo power.
While power and authority is
good and necessary, too much
of it, it becomes uncontrollable.
Uncontrolled power, becomes
dangerous and can lead to
evil actions. That is why Paul
advocates for persons without
power to submit and respect
authority, while those in power to
practise servanthood and show
honour all the more. In our society
today, while climbing up the
social ranks are good, we must be
aware of the implications towards
our spiritual lives when we make
power or positions of authority
our sole purpose of life. Power
can be a desire, but must never be
a lust. The desire to have power
must go along with the desire to
bring about positive change in
people’s lives and to give back
to the society. For those who are
in power, think about the position
you are in now, and ask yourself
how can you use this position to
be a blessing to others. To be in
position of power is a God-given
blessing and it can be used for
the greater good of the kingdom.
Continue to lead with authority,
but, at the same time live like
Christ

Desire or Lust for Sex?

Sex is the most talked about
subject of today. The idea that
sex sells is no longer a foreign
idea and every media uses and
capitalises on this concept in
order to sell a product or push
agendas. However, in doing so,
we lose the beauty of why sex was
created in the first place. Selling
sex also creates a deep cavity in
the hearts of people, which stirs
up lust and then horrible acts of
sexual immorality follows suit.
So, what does the Bible teach
us about sex? The bible is full of
warning against sexual immorality.
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But, like money, it does not deem
sex to be sin. Galatians 5:17-21
speaks of the “desires of the flesh”
and examples of it are sexual
immorality, impurity, sensuality,
etc. Further down the list, also
related to sexual immorality are
things like drunkenness, and
orgies. These are all actions
that are brought about by a life
that does not put under control
the desires of the flesh. Sex in
its original form is not sinful. It
brings pleasure and fulfiiment to a
person’s life. Sex was created by
God to enhance relationships and
bring two persons closer together.
But, when sin distorts the original
purpose of sex, we have the
added responsibility of having to
control sexual desires and not
allowing it to control our lives and
actions, instead. So, like power,
sex can be a desire, but must
never become lust. Control and
do not give in to the lust of sexual
desires. The lust of sex leads us
to things such as pornography,
premarital sex, adultery, and
homosexual relationships. Having
control of our sexual desire will
allow us to live in freedom and
have a healthy appreciation of
people and relationships. Having
healthy sexual desires will save
us from the pain that comes with
careless or sinful sex life. Having
healthy sexual desires will allow
us to be guilt free and remain in a
meaningful relationship with God.

Conclusion

With all that is said, we all
need God’s help in our lives daily.
And the beautiful promise of the
Scripture is that God is most
willing to help us either to walk
in holiness or to change from
whatever that is not right. Come
to God in faith and see how the
Holy Spirit can transform our lives
for the better, and make whole our
desires. @
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