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Text by Cheah Mun Wei

‘OWNINng’ Your Phone

When | was tasked to conduct an
interview with teens in light of this magazine
issue’s subject on ‘Christians and their
media devices’, | thought why not gather
an intimate focus group from our church
and have a little chat with them. From their
attitude towards owning a smartphone, to
the latest internet trends that attracts their
interests, this is a great opportunity for
us to tap into their world of media device
usage and bridge the gap! So | conducted
a workshop with the Mega Jesus Youth
Fellowship (MJYF) to discuss this subject.

Teens VS Media Device Usage

Only 2 out of the 56 teens aged
between 13-17 do not own a smartphone,
reason being their parents opposed to it.
A student even pointed out to me that
she owned her first phone at the young
age of 4.

When asked about the need of a
smartphoneintheirlives, the expected quick
responses points to largely social media
and communications apps (Instagram,
Facebook, WhatsApp, WeChat....etc),
followed by entertainment and gaming
apps (Youtube, Spotify, PUBG, Mobile
Legends....etc). In comparison, when put
in a scenario without data or access to
internet, apart from making phone calls the
other functions such as calculator, clock,

Do Not Let Your Phone ‘OWN’ Your Life.

calendar are mostly doable without the
desperate need to own a smartphone.

How is your phone ‘Owning’
your time?

Undeniably, with the cutting edge
technology we often hail the convenience
and multitasking ability as the biggest
benefits that comes with these handheld
devices. But do we really have more free
time as a result of it?

FHZE Hiswindow 9
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Instant access to the internet helps our How is your phone ‘Owning’
students with accomplishing their school your interpersonal relationships?
assignments and gain more knowledge

they wouldn’t have time to explore As we weigh into the pros and cons
in classrooms. However without the of using smartphones as a means for
awareness of proper time management, we relationship building and communication, |
find the risk of these teens scrolling away was quite taken aback as they voiced out a
on their phones aimlessly. few risks that comes with the instantaneous

accessibility to various social media apps.
A few simple taps allow us to check the

amount of time spent on our devices and Even though presented with the risks
some even present a precise breakdown such as identity theft, privacy invasion,
on how much time is spent on what apps. cyber bullying, many would still choose

To a few, it may have come as a surprise to nonchalantly wave it off just because
when they find out their freed up time is everyone else is doing the same thing.
actually spent mostly entertaining rather As we enjoy the ease of manoeuvring

than educating themselves. | guess the between different social media connecting
question left to be pondered here is not to different people in life, we might slowly
how much time we can save from using our become insensitive and blur the lines to our
phones but how do we spend this time? virtual presence and our physical presence.

For example, we might see a buzz
sharing the latest social media trends or
gaming hacks. No doubt these are great
conversation starters to break the ice and
get connected, but is that all we can talk
about? Do we catch ourselves habitually
scrolling away on our phones trying to
avoid the awkwardness of not having
more to say? Likewise, our daily behaviour
could be influenced by the internet culture
where we are chained to our phone, easily
distracted by the app notification in fear
of missing an update, or responding with
short lukewarm words just as we would in
some social media apps.

How to be better Owners of
your phone

Create a Safe and Open Environment to Share.

As | mull over the best closure to this
workshop, | realized it’ll be an unending

10 FEZE His window
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Raise Awareness to Build Confidence and
Better Discernment.

debate on the appropriate age and
circumstances to own a smartphone or
media device in today’s world. How |
wished there is an eleventh commandment
saying ‘thou shall not use your phone’ sort
of instruction from God found in the bible!

Does that mean modern day church
or Christianity is losing its relevance to our
young congregation? | humbly disagree!

Presenting a smartphone or media
device withinternet access is like presenting
our teens with access to uncharted waters,
promising them with a gain in limitless
knowledge and much accomplishments.
How can the church family encourage
and inspire our younger generation to be
responsible and better owners of these
powerful devices?

Awareness and Accountability

As we reflect upon 1 Corinthians 10:
23-24

“You say, “l am allowed to do anything”
—but not everything is good for you.

You say, “lI am allowed to do
anything” —but not everything is beneficial.

Don’t be concerned for your own good
but for the good of others.”

Instead of fearfully hiding and shielding
our younger generations from the future
technological advances, we could create
a safe and open space for them to share
their thoughts and doubts. Increasing
their self-awareness helps them discern
beneficial and destructive habits when

using their devices. Encouraging voluntary
accountability to authoritative figure such
as parents, teachers, pastors or church
leaders will also build their integrity and
confidence when faced with tempting
situations that’ll steer them away from their
faith while using these media devices.

Global businesses are caught up in the
fast pace of unveiling the latest technology
media devices in the name of advancing
human race to the next level, but let us not
prioritize these over really connecting with
our Creator who enabled all these in the
first place. @
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Text by Pastor Matthew

Embracing Technology

As we enter the 21st century,
technological advances are the talk of the
town. Everyday it seems we are bombarded
with new inventions from gadgets to mobile
applications, all aimed at making life more
convenient and accessible. Things that
were once impossible to do, are now made
possible. For instance, we have access to
information — any information - through
the help of Google, anytime, anywhere.
Whatsapp, WeChat, and other messenger
applications have eased communication.
Facebook, Instagram, Youtube are
platforms that connects people all over the
globe. Technology and its advancements
have certainly placed convenience and
connectivity in the palms of our hands.
However, with such advancements, comes
the risk. As much as good information can
be obtained, we too can easily get access
to bad information. What was created for
good, with good intentions, can and
has been misused for bad purposes as
well. But, does this mean that we shy
away completely from the advances of
technology? What and how does the
Bible help us to embrace and use wisely,
such wonderful blessings that God has
gifted to us?

1. Control

As with everything else, when we lack
self-control, something good can easily be
bad. Take for instance — food. Everyone
loves food, but lack of control over our diet
can lead to health problems. Do we then
blame food as the cause of our bad health?

1 4 %EZﬁ His Window

Certainly not, it is our lack of self-control
that leads to over-consumption, which then
leads to health problems. Similarly, when
it comes to technology and social media,
we need to practice a healthy level of self-
control so that we do not abuse and misuse
something that is good.

2 Peter 1:5 writes very clearly that we
need to add on to our life “self-control” in an
effort to live the godly life. What is the godly
life? It is a life that is constantly in pursuit
of God and His righteousness. Therefore, if
we want to honour God and continue to live




a righteous life, while enjoying the wonders
of technology, remember self-control is
needed. Self-control is the very essence of
Christian living and if we can practice this
value, we will reap its benefits.

2. Guard Your Heart

The advancements of technology
have opened us to a world of unlimited
information. Almost nothing is hidden from
our hearts and minds today. We are all self-
professed engineers, doctors, lawyers and
preachers, because of the information we
can get through Google and many other
search engines. However, with such access
to good information, bad information is

also readily available. This is where the
advise to guard our hearts and mind is very
important.

Proverbs 4:23 is very clear when the
Teacher writes, “...guard your heart, for
everything you do flows from it.” Guard what
enters your heart, because it will corrupt
our actions. What are some things that we
have to guard our heart against when using
such powerful technology? Fake news,
false teachings, cults, pornography, and so
much more, these are some things that we
need to guard ourselves against, lest the
devil corrupts our spiritual lives and we fall
into sin.

3. Embrace Technology

Finally, instead of shying away from
technology, we should learn to embrace
technology and harness its power.
Technology in the 21st century has opened
up doors of opportunities for the church
to put its message out there for everyone
to see. Today, if the church harnesses the
power of technology in evangelism, we
can reach out to a much greater audience.
Such attitude of embracing technology
is really in line with Paul’'s sentiments in
Philippians 1:18 in which he says, whatever
the methods, whatever the motives, so
long as “Christ is preached,” he rejoices.
While Paul was dealing with certain leaders
preaching Christ for personal gain, we
can take his principle and apply it into
our context today. Whatever the method,
through the pulpit or through the medium of
technology, both are assets that the church
can use to fulfil the Great Commission of
Jesus (Matt. 28:16-20). @
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Text by Rev Phan Wu Chung
(Senior Pastor Mega CMC)
Translated by Stephen Cheng

Do it Decently and in Order

“For God is not a God of disorder
but of peace...... But everything
should be done in afitting and orderly
manner.” (1 Corinthians 14:33,40)

On 1st May this year, Mega CMC held
a one full day Bible Exposition mainly to
investigate the true meaning of the spiritual
gifts mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12-14.

The Scriptural Myths of the Bible

On that day, owing to time constraint,
we did not go through the three chapters in
detail. But, the most interesting chapter to
touch on was 1 Corinthians 14:34-35, which
say, “Women should be silent during the
church meetings. It is not proper for them
to speak. They should be submissive, just
as the law says. If they have any questions,
they should ask their husbands at home,
for it is improper for women to speak in
the church meeting.” These 2 scriptures
might trigger the women to be sensitive,
and they don’t seem to be applicable in
our modern era. Basing on the superficial
meaning of the scriptures, women are not
supposed to lead in church meetings, let
alone preaching the sermons. Yet, they are
clearly recorded in the Bible; if they are not
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carried out accordingly, does it mean that
the Bible teaching is wrong?

Actually, it is quite complicated to
explain these two scriptures. Inevitably,
we even question the open-mindedness
of Paul. In 1Corintians 11:5, Paul says
that it is permissible for women to pray
and preach, but with a covering on their
heads. Yet, in the following chapters 12-
14, why did Paul forbid women from
speaking at the meetings. Doesn’t it sound
contradictory? Paul even claimed “that is
what the law says”, but did not specify
which law. Although we are doubtful over
the contradiction, we need to understand
the fact that at the time Paul was trying
to resolve the debate on the issue of the
spiritual gifts. Therefore, there was no
reason why Paul should suddenly shift this
topic to something which is irrelevant.

To uphold the public order of the
meeting

D. Carson believes that the law mentioned
here refers to the Old Testament, particularly
on Genesis 2:21-24 regarding the order of
creation. In Genesis, there is no mention
about women not permitted to speak.
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Therefore, Paul basing on the order of
creation, raised the issue that women
should be submissive to men. Judging from
the prophetic preaching of the Corinthian
believers, Paul spoke on the authority of
teaching and prophesying, and said that
under such circumstance women should
not speak up, comment or raise challenging
questions. Paul did not indicate that women
should not be learned; they could discuss or
consult their husbands at home. Whereas,
at the public meetings, Paul suggested
that women should uphold the order of
worship and the authority of preaching.

On the other hand, at that period
of time, generally women did not have
the opportunity to receive education.

2 6 ¥E2§ His Window

Their level of knowledge compared with
men was considered low. Therefore, the
contents of their prophesying or preaching
might be doubtful and might create the
atmosphere for the believers to be doubtful
and ask unnecessary questions. From this
perspective, the best way to resolve this
issue once and for all was to forbid them from
speaking up. Although Paul did encourage
some women who were spiritually gifted to
pray or preach in public places, we should
not misunderstand Paul’s advocation on
the significance of equality between men
and women in Christ. (1 Corinthians 7:24)
But, Paul’s meaning of equality should not
be taken generally to allow any woman
(including those who think they are more
spiritual), to speak as they wished or disturb
the order of the meetings.



Who should keep quiet?

Based on the above explanation, it is
noted that Paul’s statement of “keeping
quiet” is not only targeting the women. He
also pointed out in response to the issue of
speaking in tongues quoting 1 Corinthians
14:28, “If there is no interpreter, the
speaker should keep quiet in the church...”
Paul commenting on prophesying, said
if there was someone who received a
revelation, then “the first speaker should
stop.” (1 Corinthians 14:30) In other words,
using the example of forbidding women to
speak in worship places, Paul emphasized
that people should realize that they should
only speak appropriately in order not to
create disorder at the meetings.

God is not a God of disorder but of
peace

| think this is the reason why Paul
specifically quoted “For God is not a God
of disorder, but of peace”. Therefore, as
from today, the principle of “keeping quiet”
should be applicable to everyone including
all men. If some people who are found
not behaving appropriately, chatting and
disturbing others in worship, or trying to
teach wrong Christian doctrines among the
believers, we should stop them.

Perhaps, churches today do not have
the problems that the Corinthian church
had to face (debating the spiritual gifts).
When we talk about the “Order of Worship”,
it does not refer only to the worship
order, but it also state clearly that there
are rules and orders to be respected and
seriously executed.

At the right time, do the right thing

I notice acommon phenomenon during
the church service; some worshippers use
their handphones to read the Facebook,
play computer games or even answer
phone calls. This type of behavior not only
does not show respect to the worship
leader, but more seriously it does not
respect God! Although this conduct does
not make a sound, their movements of
using the phones does somewhat disturb
other solemn worshippers. Ask ourselves,
“Is it very difficult for us to spend two hours
to properly worship God? Does God really
make you feel so bored, that you have to use
your handphone to pass time?” To show
reverence to God, you might agree not to
use the phone during the church service,
but to do it after or before the service. We
should ask ourselves this question, “Every
week, you meet the church brothers and
sisters only on Sunday. Don’t you consider
that is a valuable time to socialize and
fellowship with them? Is it really so boring
to engage with them that you need to use
your handphone to entertain yourself?”

In short, it is not a question of can or
cannot, rather it is a question of should or
should not. The saying “All things should
be conducted according to the set rules”

is not a rigid command, but a lesson that
we should pursue to learn “ to do the right
thing at the right time.” =
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Text by Eden Ho (Mega Worship Committee)

14th and 15th of June Heartbeat Wporkshop

Worship is the Heartbeat of the Church:

After 3
workshop finally returned. On the 14th and
15th of June, the Mega worship committee
organised a worship night on the 14th and
a full day of workshop on the 15th.

long years, our worship

This year we had over 180 participants
from 16 different churches all over Malaysia.
It has always been our passion to reach out
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to local churches, to connect with them
and to serve and grow together in the
area of worship. In our workshop, we were
honoured to have Pastor Joshua Hong to
be our main speaker. We were also highly
blessed to have invited many world class
musicians and artists to come and conduct
instrumental workshops and creative
arts workshop. All the participants gave
overwhelming positive feedback, and were
highly inspired and motivated to continue
to grow in their respective area.

It was a beautiful and powerful event
to witness God moving amongst all the
churches, worship leaders, musicians,
and artists. We believe the best is yet to
come. Amen. @
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