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Text by Rev. Phan Wu Chung (Senior Pastor Mega CMC )

Translated by Stephen Cheng

~ B <

Fairness and Justice

Everyone from young to old would
have encountered some ‘unfair experience’.
On the home front, some parents tend to
love a particular child more than another.
For example, the elder sibling gets what
he asks for, but the younger sibling’s
requests are rejected. Similarly at work, our
bosses may not notice our efforts, yet our
colleagues’ insignificant contributions are
rewarded with a pay rise or job promotion.
Even some church pastors can be unfair
in promoting certain church members or
leaders to a higher post, resulting in others
being ignored because they are not favored
by the pastors. Therefore, we cannot
avoid having the feeling of unfairness. If
unfair treatment can happen in church,
then it should not be a surprise to see this
happening in the country. Since this unfair
occurrence is so common, it has become a
norm to many people.

Owing to the fact that we often see
so many unfair happenings, unknowingly,
sometimes we are being influenced to
view God to be unfair. We ask, why God
seems to bless other people more than He
blesses us?

Why are we still facing great sufferings
even though we follow and serve God
faithfully? And, why is the life of those
‘rotten’ Christians so smooth and swift? Is
God fair?

In Matthew 20:1-16, Jesus spoke of
an analogy of the vineyard workers. This
analogy is straight forward and easy to
understand, but it brings about unexpected
results. When we read this analogy, we

could easily be drawn to the word ‘unfair’.
Commercially, we feel that it is unfair to the
workers who started to work first (worked
longer hours under the hot sun), because
they received the same wages as the other
workers who were hired last (worked shorter
hours under lesser heat). No wonder those
workers who were hired first grumbled and
were frustrated.

Today if a company were to follow
the method that was used in the above
analogy to pay its workers, it will be a
matter of time before this company closes
down. Jesus does not want us to view
and interpret the emphasis of this analogy
commercially. Jesus is not advocating
that workers should not be calculative, or
allow themselves to be taken advantage
on / bullied by the employer. The emphasis
of this analogy is to explain how the
Heavenly Kingdom measures the reward of
a person. It is not based on the number of
hours and the nature of the job, rather it is
based according to his faithfulness to the
opportunity given to him.

Besides, we need to fully understand
who is this landowner mentioned in the
analogy.
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1. THE LANDOWNER PERSONALLY
HIRED THE WORKERS

The owner could have instructed his
supervisor to hire the workers but he
chose to do it himself, not once but several
times. He was a down to earth person who
empathized and cared for those who were
jobless, particularly those who had almost
lost hope of getting a job but at the last hour
were hired. Therefore, the owner’s personal
hiring not only brought the workers a job
but also hope. Besides, this owner was
very generous and he paid the last hired
worker the one-day wage just as he had
paid those who were hired first. Let’s ask,
‘Is this owner considered unfair?’

2. THE LANDOWNER WAS NOT ONLY
FAIR BUT ALSO JUST

When the unhappy workers grumbled,
we notice from the owner’s response that
he did not mistreat the workers. ‘Didn’t
| tell you that your one-day wage is one
denarius?’ was the owner’s response to
effectively shut the mouths of those who
grumbled. In fact, the one-day wage of one
denarius was fair and mutually agreed, and
the owner did not really treat the workers
unfairly. This analogy tells us that the
system of weighing the Heavenly reward is
not based on the views of man.

Actually, so-called being ‘fair is
normally measured from the human point of
view (including that of how God works). But
our God is just and He uses ‘justice’ as the
standard to judge and measure. Therefore
His decision is surely fair. In the analogy, if
the owner had started to pay the workers
who were hired first, then they would not
have come to know the wage that the

1 8 ¥E2§ His Window

master paid to those who were last hired.
However, the owner intentionally chose to
pay those who were last hired first to show
his justice, because he wanted what he did
to be known.

3. THE LANDOWNER WAS
UNFAVORABLY MERCIFUL

The owner said, ‘I am happy to give the
same amount to those who were hired last
as what | gave you. | can do whatever way
| please since this is my money. | want to
be a good person. Are you jealous?’ This
conversation reminds us of two things.
Firstly, since we know that God is merciful,
shouldn’t we allow Him to display His
mercifulness. When we witness others
being blessed by God, shouldn’t we be
thankful for them. Secondly, this means that
justice needs to be gracefully executed, if
not, the so-called “justice” may possibly
become tyranny.

In this world, many things do not seem
to be fair because of the deviation of people
as a result of their sins and weaknesses.
Sometimes, we feel it’s not fair because we
tend to compare with others. We overlook
the grace that God has bestowed upon us,
just like a child who does not appreciate
the food in his hand but is envious about
the food in other people’s hand.

A distinct example is that every one
of us can enter the Heavenly Kingdom by
God’s grace. If it is not by the justice of God
(God’s justice is revealed in His mercy), we
cannot even have the chance to receive
His salvation. In view of this, more so we
need to rely on this God of justice, and
learn from Him how to live out the true
fairness and justice. @



Text by Clement Chong

The New Malaysia Narrative —
fostering discourse of Good Political Governance &
Social Justice in Malaysia

The event kicked off with a short
opening speech by Bro Jacob Lee as
Chairman of Laity Board of CAC followed
quickly by a speech by YB Steven Sim, the
incumbent Deputy Minister for the Youth
& Sports ministry. His speech touched on
the subject of Christians who are invested
in politics. He too once believed that
politics was dirty and that it was not for us
as Christians but of course this is not the
case as the answer to clean politics, he
says, is not no politics but is rather clean
politics. It is difficult as Christians to avoid
politics because the Bible says that Jesus
is Lord, that implies that nobody else (prime
minister included) is Lord, and that in itself
can be taken as a political stance. He also
explored what it was like to vote for Jesus
when He is finally King; there will be good
news for the poor, there will be good news
for freedom, and there will be restoration
to human dignity. He then ended with a
message to the young, ‘let no one deny you
in your youth, go forth in power.’

After a brief tea break, the forum
resumed with three esteemed guests,
Professor Tajudin, Dr James Chin, and
Dr Lee Kam Hong. Each guest was given
time to speak before opening the floor to
questions from the audience. Professor
Tajudin was first to speak, giving
the audience a much needed fresh
perspective.

As an architect and academic,
Professor Tajudin made sure to emphasize
that he was speaking as a public intellectual
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and not on behalf of UCSI. He spoke about
not being accepted by his own faith and

race, and therefore understanding how it is
like to be the minority. He has 4 key values
for all the issues that we face:
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He ended with a short but meaningful
sentiment, ‘We should not be One Malaysia
but One-Many Malaysia!’

The next guest was Dr James Chin,
the Inaugural Director of Asia Institute,
University of Tasmania, and a proud
east Malaysian. His speech gave us an
interesting perspective from a very different
part of Malaysia. It was revealed that
the Sabahans and Sarawakians do not
feel that there is a change since the new
government took over. The locals there are
different than over on this side of Malaysia
and they would like to be left to their own
devices. They do not want the politics of
race, religion, and royalty to be brought
over and they want the indigenous people
to be respected. They are also upset about
the people born outside their land being
given residency in their land. This is leading



to the rise of state nationalism, ‘Sabah for
Sabahans’, ‘Sarawak for Sarawakians’. To
sum it up, the east Malaysians want to be
a part of the new Narrative, but want to be
recognised as different, as unique.

Next to take the stage was Dr Lee
Kam Hing, a historian and the deputy
vice chancellor of New Era College. In his
speech, he gave a perspective based on
looking back at the past history. In the past,
race and religion was used to compete for
power and money. Today our history is
being altered to depict a Malay homeland
and a community of immigrants, to show a
history that is dominated by Malay or Islam.
The political consequence of this is the
division of the nation. However, contrary
to popular belief, history is not fixed, it is
a construction of the past and thus can be
changed when new evidence surfaces. The
Christian presence has been an integral
part of Malaysia’s history, contributing to
the society knowledge and information and
being amongst the first printing presses
in Malaysia (the first Malay books being
published by Methodist Publishing House

- MPH). Dr Lee alluded that as a nation,
‘we need to recover a shared past if we
want to have a shared future’.

After a short break, the moderator,
Philip Koh, a highly experienced Advocate
and Solicitor for the High Court of Malaya
gave a short summary as well as some of
his thoughts before introducing our next
speaker.

YB Michelle Ng, the Selangor State
Assembly woman for the seat of Subang
Jaya spoke about why she took on the
political journey and the challenges she
faced along the way. She took this journey
because she wanted to make the change
that she wanted to see in Malaysia. ‘People
are considered righteous by actions and
not faith alone,” and she wanted to act on
her beliefs. She says that as Christians we
are called to serve and our role is to meet
people’s needs. There are things that are
common to us despite our differences,
and we are all humans with human needs.
It is powerful when we meet these needs
because we are telling our neighbours that
we are meeting you at your most basic
needs regardless of race and religion, and
that is our shared identity. She ended with
a simple thought for us to ponder upon,
‘Look for commonalities and work from
that to build the Malaysia we want to see.’
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text by Hannah

‘We NEVER saw curselves

being missionaties,’

Hi, my name is Hannah and with me is
my husband James. We’re both just your
regular “kakak” and “abang” that you see
on the streets of Malaysia. | was originally
from Brunei and James is your fellow
Malaysian who loves food of all sorts just
like all the Malaysians | know. Just to give
you a snip bit of our career background, |
was once an English as a second language
teacher and James was a management
consultant.

In December 2015, | recall God started
stirring something in both of our hearts
‘to go’ but we weren’t sure where or what
we were meant to do. When 2016 came
around the corner, the desire grew and we
found ourselves looking into voluntary work
overseas. Next thing you know, we were
filtering through types of NGOs and the
different causes they were fighting for. By
2017, we had a rough sketch of where God
was leading us to go for the first half of the
year, which entailed partnering with a mix of
Christian and non-Christian organisations
where we learned and grew.

It was during our time in Pemba,
Mozambique in July 2017 that God placed
“Asia” on our hearts. Since we were at Iris
Global’s main base, we thought we’d reach
out to the Cambodian base which was
where we found ourselves serving end of
2017 through to 2019.
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James and Hannah

Whaet did we do7

Iris Cambodia is a Christian NGO
based in Cambodia that fights against child
sex trafficking and human trafficking.

We found ourselves co-leading
a trafficking prevention team working
at an urban slum in Phnom Penh, the
country’s capital. The team comprised of
a multicultural mix of locals and foreigners,
which meant that there was never a dull
moment. Each day provided plenty of
opportunities for surprises, God-moments,
learning and challenges (more on the
challenges later).



Iris Cambodia family

Situated in the midst of busy streets,
expensive government buildings and fast,
upscale development largely driven by
Chinese investments, the urban slum we
worked in had changed and shrunk alot over
the years. Yet, the very real risks of human
trafficking loomed large. Risk factors such
as poverty, an undereducated population,
drugs, domestic violence, unsanitary living
conditions made it a hotspot for traffickers.
These risks factors interconnect in complex
ways, which makes helping the community
a challenging prospect.

Our team delivered the following
projects:

- Kids Day Centre: The team spends
two days a week delivering educational
programs to local kids to keep them away
from danger. It is always fun and noisy
and quickly becomes beautiful when
God’s Presence shows up. We are always
reminded of how much Our Father loves us
and these little ones who are forgotten by
the world.

Flooding

Teen Challenge

- Family Development: Social workers
from our team build long-term, trusting
relationships with local families and provide
support where appropriate. We believe
that when families are stronger, children
are safer and communities become more
secure.

* Raising Education Levels: Parents with
very real financial stress can struggle to see
the long-term benefits of educated children.
Our social workers convince parents about
the importance of committing their children
to school as we know educated kids are
far better positioned for employment in
the future, which reduces the likelihood of
labour trafficking.
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Kids’

club teaching

* Drug Rehabilitation Partnerships: Iris
Cambodia partners with Teen Challenge, a
world-renowned Christian NGO that works
with addicted individuals. Our team builds
trust with individuals who are addicted to
drugs (especially if they are at-risk of being
trafficked) to relocate them to a safer place
and start their healing process.

+ Small business microloans: We identify
opportunities to support individuals who
want to start or grow microbusinesses to
change their financial situation. So far, we
have issued loans to drink sellers, at-home
hair-dressers and fresh meat and vegetable

3 2 ¥E2§ His Window

sellers in the community, some of whom
are parents of our Day Centre children.

What chedlenges did we face?

Jesus asks us to drink of the cup of
joy AND suffering. We found this to be
so true in missions as we faced all sorts
of challenges. We had to invest a lot of
money and time in language learning and
accept the fact that we sounded like little
children to our Khmer friends; which is
very humbling. Whenever we visited the
community, we had to deal with searing
heat, mosquitoes, lice, rubbish and dirty



children climbing all over us. We clearly
remember the times when we were robbed
on our motorcycle, regularly drove through
flash flooding, mourned the losses of team
members far away from home and came
face to face with our many inadequacies.

Yet our experience tells us that Jesus
is more than enough. He never let us down,
He was always close and He was always
pursuing for an intimate relationship
with us.

Wheadt next?

We have relocated back to Melbourne,
Australia for the mean time and continue to
support our NGO family in ways we can.
Real people are at risk of being trafficked as
you read this, which absolutely breaks the
heart of God. This happens in Cambodia,
Malaysia and even Australia.

We hope our story inspires you to
understand it doesn’t take anyone special
to make a difference. All it takes is ordinary
people like you and us who are willing to
partner with Jesus. @

Visit the following websites if you want to learn more
about:

+ Iris Cambodia’s work and support it:
www.iriscambodia.org

» Human trafficking and modern slavery:
www.antislavery.org

+ Tenaganita’s work in Malaysia and support it: www.
tenaganita.net — you can call their hotline if you encounter
signs of potential trafficking activity
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The youth of Mega CMC come from
various backgrounds, attending various
small groups and fellowships in church
(Mega Jesus Youth Fellowship, £ AL H
32, Mega English Life Group). Mega Youth
is a platform that gathers all youths aged

13-25 to be a generation that is after God’s
own heart.

This year, Mega Youth organized a
youth camp at Port Dickson Methodist
Center with the theme Command Enter «
=AY . The purpose of this camp is to
challenge our younger generation to know
and live out the call of Christ. Activities and
the sermons were planned and executed
strategically, leading youths to enter God’s
presence, enter God’s family, and enter
God'’s ministry.

Pastor Low Jia Shen shared
passionately on the basics of what it means
to be a Christian, and touched our lives
with testimonies of God’s calling in his life.
A special “let’s do church” session also
challenged the campers to “do church”
in a literal sense: planning, conducting
and participating in their very own church
service. Seeing youths step up to preach
the word of God, lead worship, and serving
others was energizing and encouraging.
Games, food, and fun broke down all
barriers among the youth, and we all
worshipped God in one voice. Workshops
on family, discipleship, and ministry work
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opened the eyes of participants to the real
life challenges and blessings of our brothers
and sisters in full time ministry.

Praise God for the youths whom He has
called to serve Him. May all who stood
in response to God’s calling persevere in
the self-sacrificial journey of entering into
His ministry. May the youth of Mega CMC
continue to step out into deep waters,
trusting in Jesus, being with Jesus; and
ENTER what is to come with a radical faith
that will change the world. @
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Z=gZ& (Priscilla Lee Ying Ying)
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FHEIE (Lim Wooi Henn)

When | was at Kampung Jubau, | realised that
many people still do not know Christ yet. They smoke
and don’t appreciate what they have. The “Orang Asli”
have a very interesting lifestyle. They just run around
and do what they want and talk all day without any
worries. There are groups of teenagers that hang
around the “kampung” as usual. Overall, visiting them
was a great experience.

AR

Well, | learnt a lot. | learnt about the “Orang Asli”
lifestyle and how they don’t bathe a lot. Bathing isn’t a
common activity for them. | felt happy there because
they are fun to play with, even though they are quiet
and shy.

|

BBk (Xandria Tan)

| learned that the “Orang Asli” need God’s love in
their lives. They still need food, water, money and many
other things, but most importantly, they need God. | ‘
noticed that they are happier when someone shows love \
towards them. | also noticed that they neither have fans \
nor air-conditioning and they have to sleep on a very hard "
floor. There were also many animals, like dogs, cats and
birds in the village. Isabelle, Priscilla, Jia Xin and | saw
how they took care of the animals. The things that they
have are very limited. If anything is spoiled, they can’t just
buy a new one or repair it easily. The “Orang Asli” people
are very talented. | went for 2 visitations to other villages ‘
before this, which are Kampung Bukit Biru and Kampung
Air Hitam. Although they are not the kindest people, |{
they still have good characters like sharing, loving and ‘
caring for each other. They also cooked delicious food
for us with the ingredients that we provided. | feel that the |
people of these 3 villages really show their appreciation f
towards the programs we prepared. We had to prepare
ourselves, because they don’t have any water.

#wmhE (Jeremy Yeoh)

This was an eye-opening trip as it was the first time
| went to an “Orang Asli Kampung”. | had the chance to
experience new things such as cooking for the “orang /
asli” and helping to organize simple games. | also got
out of my comfort zone of being without my electronic
devices for a few days. | am grateful because | have such
a good life. This trip was worth it as a total of 22 adults
and kids accepted Christ during the Sunday service.

%EZE His Window 47



- et B

ERMBE, BERERTL

3 ERH

MOPAR ZERERIFEMRKE ZIR=-

TEZTFEIRE

HHEA: 201948810-11H

Hhgx: Kampung Ganoh & Kampung Batu Hitam
%W:%Wﬁxﬁ%ﬁﬂuwtﬁﬁ)o

VIO E: EME. &8, #FA. BEE. 5KEHBA.
FEE. FBRER. Chloe (6%) o

WEXNTHRERRAELE, BF
BHERTENE, MERFTEERE!

EWHE—

MONBETFITERMAS i ES. it

mm& ME—ABE—PEMEER. AFR
GAMDRIFENABERSBNMER DR
ﬂm*ﬂ

HR—IESEHE, RN—TAEHSE

— BN AR F. RIAG,
TR HMNZFRERID . ZF1510]
TR, EBSMMEKRIIMEBRE,
ERNHIDRE, EHRER. VFZND
B—ERREBE. BENER T, NREEEE
, BFMNBILSIRE

RMAR—EZABRE
1, IEFRFH T

FZXR (EHR) — 2, H#MN5HR
ASRIE—BHF, KEEKWUATRSZER
B. NRA&AR ORI, FAEAMEZF
B. ERERRE, BN FREEZIBER
BAESHRE, AzmeilfZE AMAI1KEHE
HE.

XWIEE, BFIBEETHCHETE
B, RETIESNES, SEENET &
e, BRMBECMERBENE. ZFix
SHOIFEZR, AVEEFENTKERE
w, RREMATSZA, £EERFTNET
HZ. wNFBEAECHAEN, MAE
%ﬁﬁﬁaﬁ%%ﬁﬁm FEREF, 1]
ZBERNEE, 38, ZEREXBITESR
AR FHILAT .

R EHREEMMRTRERZT, ik
MBERNBREHSREAN. BEHRSHAEL
TRFARNL, —HREREE.Q

48 %EZﬁ His Window



Z5i% (Priscilla Lee Ying Ying)

BYPRAEENRERSE, 2REFNEE. XK
MEILRMEEC RS A%ERE.

Z=ii% ( Helena Lee)

MEERBURR, REIBAC, BEMIIWMERER
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#HH R (Charlotte Wong)

| learned to appreciate my things more and look at
the brighter side of life. | learned to speak more Malay
with the Orang Asli people and | played with them too.
We learned how to cook and cut onions. | am very happy
to see them worshipping and answering questions from
the teachers with us. We gave them a lot of food, clothes,
shoes and toys. Overall, this was a fun and good trip. |
hope that we can go again in the future.

RS

sk A (Isabelle Chong)

| learned to appreciate the things | have. | also
learned how to peel a potato. Although the Orang Asli
kids didn’t have much, | think that they were still happy.
| hope that we can go there again, but not more than
one day.

%% (Felicia Yii)

It is an interesting experience because it was my
first time going into a village/kampung. | had a hard time
communicating with the Orang Asli people but it was fun
to play with them. | learned that we should appreciate
what we have in our lives.

BEZE (Kristen Ding)

At first, | felt excited but when | saw the insects
there, | felt kind of scared. | feel that the people there
are so much braver than me. | tried to mix with them
by asking some questions but they are quite shy and
didn’t really talk much. Although | felt awkward, but | still
made some friends with the few who talked to me. | want
to go again. | enjoyed the experience.l will appreciate
everything that | have, because it is God’s blessing. | will
not waste any of it.
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Counsellor: Mrs Ho

My name is Aaron, member of Mega
English Celebration. I’'ve been with Mega
CMC since days when church was still in
Taman Megah. | was born and baptised in
Mega CMC, therefore, grew up knowing
God’s grace and His amazing love. I'm
blessed to grow up in this church and
blessed by Mrs Ho who guided my wife
(Shi Yun) and | in pre-marital counselling.
My wife and myself would like to extend our
gratitude to it} and Rev. Ho for playing
an important role prior to our marriage.

Growing up in Mega CMC also means
knowing that pre-marital counselling is

5 8 ¥E2§ His Window

an important journey to partake before
getting married. This is especially essential
to Shi Yun as a freethinker. At first Shi Yun
was sceptical about the counselling, but
we were encouraged by Mrs.Ho to take
on the counselling which was led by her
personally.

Very soon thereafter, we were into
our first session and it was an eye opener
with a personality test to ascertain our
compatibility. The counselling addresses
very fundamental issues that a couple
has to face; reality vs expectations, how
to deal with issues between husband and
wife, family backgrounds, family finance
etc. Counselling session was aided by
good material, we had to do homework
at home after every session, followed by
discussions. By this method, we are led
systematically in understanding the topics.

Mrs Ho opens up our eyes in many
aspects allowing us to see and sense the
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emotions of ourselves that we may not be
able to, without her. Removing obstacles
that had been blocking us from moving
forward, digging deep into untold worries
and stirring up sensitive issues. We have
gained so much from this counselling by
knowing each other deeper, knowing how

to work around our imperfections and most
importantly stay together as a team.

Lastly, Shi Yun entered the sessions
sceptically but walked out blessed and
inspired. | thank God for the big step. All
glory to God. @

‘e

Counsellor: Ms Lee Sook Cheng

PN

When Pang and | decided to get
married early this year, Ms Sook Cheng
recommended that we go through pre-
marital counselling. We first had a meeting
with Mrs Ho where she explained the many
benefits counselling brings to couples in
the long term.

We have only gone through a few
sessions and this is what we experienced so
far. For a start we did a premarital check-up
to assess our current relationship’s strength
and weakness (e.g communication,
conflict resolution, spiritual belief, etc.)
This helped us to identify the good points
and also areas that we can improve in our
relationship. There are mini exercises and
homework to be done. The experiences
and guidance that Ms Sook Cheng shared
with us is invaluable. It helps us to expect
and foresee what we will experience and
go through in future and how to overcome
or benefit from these situations. We feel
blessed as it increases our confidence and
| have no doubt it will guide us in the right
direction as God intended marriage to be.

&y

We would like to thank Mrs Ho and Ms
Sook Cheng who was our counsellor. We
recommend couples to attend pre-marital
counselling. May Mega CMC, Mrs Ho and
all counsellors continue their good
work to guide our brothers and sisters
in holy matrimony. @
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